
CITY OF BLUE ASH 

Interoffice Memo – City Manager's Office 

TO:  City Council 

FROM:  City Manager and Department Directors 

SUBJECT: Agenda Items for the October 12th Council Meeting 

DATE:  October 10, 2017 

COPIES: Department Directors, Press, Clerk of Council, Solicitor 

 

This memo offers a brief description of the topics included on the October 12th Council agenda.  

7.  PUBLIC HEARING – 7:05PM to consider the concept development plan of the Hamilton 
County Crime Lab (Resolution No. 2017-61) 

The Hamilton County Coroner’s Office is proposing a 3-story 91,000 square foot Crime Lab for 
the vacant land surrounding the former Sycamore Senior Center.  Planning Commission 
recommended approval of a Concept Development Plan approval at its October 5th 
meeting.  (The application was proposed as a Final Development Plan, but the Planning 
Commission wanted more concrete details about building materials, a more specific 
landscaping plan, a more detailed lighting plan, details about planned fencing, etc.)  An 
approved Concept Development Plan will allow the applicant to submit a Final Development 
Plan application at a later date that answers any questions and fills in the details that Planning 
Commission asked for during the Concept Plan discussion. 

Please direct any questions to the Community Development Director. 

10.a.1.  Resolution No. 2017-58 confirming continuing membership in the Miami Valley 
Risk Management Association (MVRMA) and accepting the year 2018 pool contribution  

MVRMA is a member-driven risk management pool whose mission is to deliver high quality risk 
management services to its member municipalities.  MVRMA addresses its members' risk 
management and risk financing needs by providing a combination of self-insurance and 
commercial insurance/reinsurance for members' property and casualty exposures. The City has 
been a member of MVRMA since 1992. 

This resolution seeks ongoing approval for participation and outlines the 2018 pool contribution 
to MVRMA of an amount not to exceed $280,000 for our coverage.  The City’s portion of 
coverage will represent approximately 6.7% of all pool costs in 2018.   

The City's annual contribution is composed of our share of the pool's operating expenses, as 
well as payment relating to our "share" of expected reserves and losses for the upcoming year.  
The total amount of the expected Loss Fund as determined by MVRMA’s actuary for 2018 for all 
20 members is $2,350,000 and as losses, claims, and reserves are addressed over the next 
several years, those costs will be charged against that particular “2018” fund.  If the entirety of 
the Loss Fund is not needed, any balances are refunded or credited to a member in proportion 
to their percentage of contribution. Should total losses exceed that amount, the Shock Loss fund 
would absorb the overage.   

Blue Ash's affiliation with the Miami Valley Risk Management Association has been a positive 
one. We are very satisfied with the administration and structure of the program.  MVRMA is 
audited and examined by the Ohio Department of Insurance on an annual basis and prepares a 
Comprehensive Annual Financial Report each year as well.  No city has ever left the 
Association and the group seems very content with the level of service provided by the pool. 
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Additionally, MVRMA offers a discount to members whose police and fire departments wish to 
take advantage of a top-notched policy manual and training service called “Lexipol”. The City’s  
Police and Fire departments both participate in the Lexipol program, which has proven helpful in 
keeping our policy and procedure manuals up-to-date.  MVRMA also provides in-person and 
web-based training opportunities to our City staff. 

Please direct questions concerning this resolution to the Treasurer/Administrative Services 
Director.  

10.a.2.  Resolution No. 2017-59 authorizing participation in Coalition challenging the 
constitutionality of Ohio Revised Code 713 – Municipal Income Tax  

Resolution No. 2017-59 authorizes the City Manager, on behalf of the City of Blue Ash, to join a 
coalition of municipalities being formed for the purpose of initiating litigation to challenge the 
constitutionality of amendments to Chapter 718 of the Ohio Revised Code contained in H.B. 5 
and H.B. 49, and to retain the law firm of Frost Brown Todd LLC as special counsel for the 
coalition of municipalities. 

Please direct questions concerning this resolution to the City Solicitor or Treasurer/ 
Administrative Services Director.  

10.b.1. Resolution No. 2017-60 awarding bid for 2017 Culvert Repairs  

Bids for the 2017 Culvert Repair Project were advertised in the September 20, 2017 Northeast 
Suburban Life-Press.  Two bids were received and publicly opened and read aloud on Tuesday, 
October 3, 2017. One bid did not submit a bid bond which disqualified it. Administration is 
recommending Council authorize an award to the low bidder, Rack & Ballauer Excavating Co., 
Inc. for unit prices as shown on the bid summary.  Staff recommends the award include the 
base bid and alternate 1. 

A corrugated metal culvert pipe runs behind three houses on Prospect Ave and then through the 
Catalpa Creeks neighborhood. This project will restore the structural capacity and flow line to 
the pipe. This work will lengthen the life span of the pipe and help prevent further settlement or 
collapse.  

Please direct questions regarding this resolution to the Public Works Director. 

10.c.1.  Ordinance No. 2017-11 approving a Zoning Text Amendment to reduce the time 
period that an electronic sign must remain unchanged (Second Reading) 

The owners of Aeropointe Medical Center on Glendale Milford Road were granted an approval 
by Planning Commission for an electronic message sign, but the approval requires a message 
to remain unchanged for a minimum of 10 minutes.  The Zoning Code currently requires a 
minimum of one hour, but allows the Planning Commission to approve a lesser time 
period.  Aeropointe is asking the City to amend the text of the Code to reduce the minimum hold 
time to 10 seconds.  If approved, the text amendment would apply to all properties in Blue Ash, 
not just the Aeropointe property. 

Planning Commission considered the text amendment at its September 7 meeting and 
recommended denial.  As a result of the negative recommendation from Planning Commission, 
the proposed amendment can only be approved if five Council members vote to approve.   

A public hearing and first reading was held during the September 28, 2017, Council 
meeting.  This is the second reading and vote. 

Please direct any questions to the Community Development Director.  

10.c.2. Resolution No. 2017-61 approving a concept development plan for the Hamilton 
County Crime Lab 

See #6 above.  

 


